
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
 

TO:  Members of the Law Society and court personnel 
 
FROM: Chief Justice of New Brunswick, Chief Justice of the Court of Queen’s Bench 

and Chief Judge of the Provincial Court 
 
DATE:  March 15, 2020 
 
RE:  Impact of COVID-19 on Court Business Operations 
 
 
On Saturday, March 14th, 2020, we received a briefing from Provincial authorities in regard to the potential 
impact of the COVID-19 virus on the citizens of the Province of New Brunswick as well as the anticipated 
measures to be put in place to suppress its spread. 
 
We have been meeting since the briefing in order to prepare a coordinated response across all three levels 
of court. It is necessary to take these measures given the anticipated reduction in the workforce of the 
Justice Department as well as the need to promote the ability of citizens to practice social isolation.  The 
Courts will be taking pro-active and preventative measures to protect the participants in the justice system 
and to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  The Courts recognize the seriousness of the situation and prioritize 
the health and safety of all court participants, while balancing the need to maintain judicial operations 
and to preserve the rule of law. 
 
Effective Monday, March 16, 2020, access to the courthouses in New Brunswick will be restricted to only 
those persons who are necessary to the proceedings before the courts.   This will include counsel, litigants, 
accused, witnesses, victim service workers and members of the media.  The general public will not be 
allowed in the courthouse.  Accessibility by the media will serve to honor the open court principle.    No 
one who is experiencing any COVID-19 related symptoms should attend the courthouses. 
 
Effective immediately, the following measures are being taken by the courts: 
 
Measures applicable to all levels of court 
 

• The public is informed not to enter a courthouse unless a justice participant, a journalist or 
otherwise have business to be there.  This, because of the extraordinary circumstances resulting 
from the COVID-19 emergency measures; 
 



• Everyone is informed not to enter a courthouse if advised by Public Health, a doctor or the 
Department of Health website to self-isolate due to possible exposure to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) or if experiencing Coronavirus/COVID-19 symptoms; 
 

• Persons with scheduled court appearances are being informed that, if they are advised to self-
isolate due to possible exposure to the Coronavirus (COVID-19), they must not come to the 
courthouse in person.  Instead, they are to immediately contact the appropriate court office to 
inform the Court that they have been advised not to attend and to follow any directions; 
 

• Appropriate directions are being issued to judges and court personnel to self-isolate where 
appropriate and otherwise to take all precautionary measures not to contract the virus. 

 
Measures applicable to the Court of Appeal 
 
 

• All motions and status hearings will be heard as scheduled, but by telephone conference.  
Lawyers and self-represented parties are being contacted to provide them with call-in details; 
 

• Measures are being put in place so that appeals may be heard from remote locations; that is, 
from one’s home office, or otherwise adjourned unless essential or urgent; 
 

• Request for adjournments will be entertained by telephone. 
 
Measures applicable to the Court of Queen’s Bench 
 
 

• All jury trials scheduled between now and May 12th are being adjourned; 
 

• All matters scheduled before small claims adjudicators and case management masters are 
adjourned; 

 
• All non-essential or non-urgent matters scheduled to be heard between March 16th to 30th, 

2020, are being adjourned. 
 

• The following matters are deemed to be essential: 
 

In the Family Division: 
 

Guardianship applications, protective care hearings and first appearances in child 
protection matters pursuant to the Family Services Act. 

 
Matters pursuant to the Intimate Partner Violence Act; and 

 
Any other matter considered urgent by the responsible judge. 

 
In the Trial Division: 

 



All criminal matters where the accused is incarcerated; and 

Any other matter considered urgent by the responsible judge. 

Measures applicable to the Provincial Court 

• From March 16th to 30th, 2020, all trials and preliminary inquiries will be adjourned except for 
Accused who are in custody;

• Plea Court, bail hearings, decisions, sentencing hearings and applications to vary court orders 
will proceed as scheduled and judges will be urged to use video-technology where possible;

• Elsipogtog Court is cancelled until March 30th, 2020;

• Management appearances with lawyers will continue via telephone conference.  Management 
appearances for self-represented accused will proceed in court as scheduled;

• Domestic violence monitoring hearings are cancelled until March 30th, 2020;

• Measures are being put in place to limit the number of individuals inside courtrooms, by 
encouraging appearances by counsel where possible, staggering appearances, rescheduling 
matters and making use of video-technology.

These measures over the course of the next two weeks coincide with the present school closures within 
the Province.  In addition, because the provincial directives will necessitate certain persons to self-isolate, 
it is anticipated that staffing levels in the courthouses will be reduced.  The situation will be constantly re-
evaluated.  Given the quickly evolving nature of the situation, it is anticipated that measures may need to 
be adapted.  The courts will continue to inform members of the Law Society and court personnel of all 
impacts on the operations of the court in as timely a manner as possible. 

Attached is a notice that will be posted at all courthouses within the Province tomorrow. 

We respectfully request everyone’s co-operation, patience and understanding as we navigate this very 
difficult situation. 

Enclosures 



 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

PLEASE READ 
DO NOT ENTER this courthouse unless you are a justice participant, a journalist or 
otherwise have business to be here.  This, because of the extraordinary circumstances 
resulting from the COVID-19 emergency measures. 

Regardless of the above, DO NOT under any circumstance enter this courthouse if you have 
been advised by Public Health, a doctor or the Department of Health website to self-isolate 
due to possible exposure to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) or if you are experiencing 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 symptoms.  To determine whether you should isolate yourself or 
seek medical assistance, call Tele-care NB at 811 or your local public health unit for 
assistance and direction. 

Persons with scheduled court appearances 

If you are required to be in Court and either the Department of Health website advises you 
to self-isolate or if you have been advised by Public Health or your doctor to self-isolate, 
due to possible exposure to the Coronavirus (COVID-19), do not come to the courthouse in 
person.  Instead, immediately contact the appropriate court office to inform the Court that 
you have been advised not to attend and follow any directions. 

Please be prepared to provide your name and details about your court appearance, court 
file number if known, as well as any details of who advised you to isolate yourself because 
of exposure to the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  Be aware that wait times when you call may 
be longer than usual. 

Please note that many matters are being adjourned for the period of March 16-30, 2020, 
because of the need to stop the spread of the virus. 

 


